
  

OPEN DAYS RESUME ON SUNDAY 5TH JULY 2020! 

                       “Between two evils, I always pick the one I never tried before” (Mae West 1892-1980) 
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Pukemiro Junction 

   Trackwork underway in September 2024 (I & T Bettison) 
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E D I T O R I A L  

After over seven years as the “temporary Editor” of a total of 44 issues of the 

“Pukemiro Junction” newsletter I have decided to hand over the editing job to a 

new editor. Kayne Knight has volunteered for the job. I wish him well. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Colin Jenner for writing the 

majority of the newsletter text for many years, and I thank the small numbers of 

“regulars” who have sent me photos of our line both past & present over many 

years. 

It is important to keep up the flow of photos, articles of interest and other 

relevant information to Kayne in the future. Please send your contributions to 

editor@bushtramwayclub.com 

 

O P E N  D A Y S ,  

C H A R T E R  

T R I P S  / G R O U P  

V I S I T S  

September: This was a 

fine day weather wise. We 

carried 216 adults, 63 

children & 53 pre-

schoolers. 

We were able to run past 

the scene of the derailment 

which had occurred during 

the August Open Day. 

More about this later. 

October: Once again the 

weather was mostly fine 

with a couple of showers of 

rain. The forecast told us it 

was rain all day with 

thunder storms. 

GREETINGS & WELCOME TO ANOTHER BTC NEWSLETTER                                              

      

 

 The train heads towards Rotowaro at a recent Open Day (K. Knight) 

mailto:editor@bushtramwayclub.com
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We carried 252 adults, 113 children & 60 pre-schoolers. 

Russell cooked 50kgs of chips!! So the kitchen was busy all day .Our souvenirs 

sold well too.  

On both days the train consisted of the Peckett, 2 carriages & a diesel loco. The 

diesel loco followed the train up to the start of the sandfill, hooked on then lead 

the train to the bottom of the line.  It then unhooked & followed the train back 

to Pukemiro. A couple of times, it had to give the train a push up the hill. 

Thanks to everyone that turns up on these days & helps make these days a 

success. 

 

The Peckett being coaled up prior to the recent Open Days (Kayne Knight) 

 

Charters:   We recently had a group from a garden club from Te Awamutu 

come for a ride.  There were 39 of them. 

We also had a very large charter with a group of home schooled kids from a 

group in Hamilton.  There were 54 adults, 91 children & 25 pre-schoolers. 

A L O N G  T H E  L I N E  

Trackwork: The day before the September open day some  members decided 

to go down the line & repair the  track where the derailment had occurred 



V O L U M E  1 8  I S S U E  6  P A G E  4 

 

 

during the August open day.  Dave M took our small digger down & removed 

the ballast from around the sleepers & Pete C, Fraser R, Chris M & Alan U then 

got stuck in & replaced 5 sleepers after re-gauging the track. They then went 

slightly further down & pulled in another area that was over gauge. 

Ian B, Dave M & myself went down during the month & pulled in another 2 

areas.  Evan & Vinnie arrived just as we were leaving The Junction & got talked 

into coming to help. 

Dave M & myself went down after the large charter & pulled in another area 

that was over gauge. 

We have continued replacing sleepers just down below the pine trees at the 

bottom of Pukemiro yard. So far we have replaced 24 in this area. 

We have had a couple of visits from our Community work crews.  One day they 

replaced 5 sleepers under the level crossing up to Jeff & Karleen’s house. The 

next time they came out, they replaced the last 6 sleepers under this crossing. 

Dave M spent a long time digging out the ballast from around all these sleepers 

with our small digger.  This makes the job much easier. To permit Jeff & 

Karleen access to their house while this work was going on, we made a 

temporary crossing using some new ballast.  Dave M has put the ballast & sand 

back on the repaired crossing. 

This is the first time we have used plastic sleepers which we purchased second 

hand from KiwiRail.  We find them very hard to drill into so we can put in the 

screw spikes that hold the rails to the sleepers.  

 

Trackwork underway recently (T & I Bettison) 

A R O U N D  T H E  J U N C T I O N  

On the day before our October open day, Pete C was spotted using our small 

digger to level out a site for Trevor & Leslie W’s hut which should arrive pretty 

shortly. It is presently at Ian J’s warehouse in Auckland. Also to come down on 
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the same load are 3 x Tr motors that Ian had purchased. Dave M’s son spent 

some time using our digger to level off more of the area where the hut will go.  

Pete C & Trevor W came down a couple of weeks ago, spread some fine metal 

where the hut will go & then put down the timbers to sit the hut  

We recently brought down from Ian J’s warehouse a pallet with  bags  of 35  

new screw spikes that we purchased from a company in Auckland.  

Jill C has put together a “picture” of various locos that are used on our railway.  

It is made up of 95,000 small beads & took a very long time to complete. Fraser 

R made a frame for it & it is hanging in the station. 

 

L O C O M O T I V E S  &  R O L L I N G  S T O C K  
 

Heisler:   

A very good 3 day working bee was held during the 2nd weekend of October.  

The dismantled bogie was put back together, except for the brake system.  

There were several additional parts that needed making to reduce the side play 

between the side frames & the axle bearings. It is back under the loco frames. 

There was plenty of work getting all the pieces & fitting them back together on 

the bogie. Fraser R spent a couple of 

days dismantling the brake blocks from 

the hangers & then needle gunning  

them to clean them up ready for 

painting. Those attending were Clive 

D, Fraser R, Alan U, John S & new 

member Stephan L. 

Tr 105: The number 4 brake valve has 

been overhauled & tested. Richard S 

has fitted it back on the loco & altered 

some of the pipework that it is attached 

to. 

402: Fraser R has been sorting out air 

leaks on this loco. So far he has 

completed work on the new system so 

that the loco can supply air to the 

carriages. There is more work needed 

on the main air system. 
  No.3 car awaiting seats (R. Beaumont) 
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Car Van Af 1047: Ian B spotted that some edges of the tin roof were lifting 

slightly on this carriage,  We got him some sealer, he lifted the bad areas 

slightly, squirted some sealer in & then nailed the roof back down. 

No.3 Car: Rob B, Trevor T and Graeme have secured the black finishing strips 

to the corners between the lino floor and the lower walls in preparation for the 

seats which are due to be fitted in November when Richard E spends 3 weeks 

on site.   

Xp wagon: Bruce McL spent a couple of days working on the roof of this 

wagon. 

_______________________________________________ 

LOCO & CARRIAGE DONATION: 

Richard Ellis has very generously donated locomotive Tr.105 & carriage A1319 

“Mary” to the Bush Tramway Club Inc. This is an extremely generous donation 

which we thank him for. Both these items are used during Open Days.        (CJ) 

  Gallery ___________ 

Ww679 shunting at Pukemiro mine 3 September 1958 (J.A.Terry) 
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 Blast from the Past  ̧1983 -6³....... 

From Richard Ellis:  I lived in Auckland between 1983 and 1986 and discovered 

the BTC, an amazing place at the time. Along with various other members 

(mainly in our twenties) we had a group which spent almost every weekend of 

the year at the Junction, much of it laying track to reconnect the gap caused by 

NZR removing the heavier rail track between the Junction and CJ’s house near 

Glen Afton, as well as doing maintenance on loco’s and so on.  

This was in the days of film camera and I had a 35mm Yashica SLR which was 

used to take the pictures below on slide film. Some of you may say “but that is a 

photo by someone else” but the reality was that for some pictures we would all 

line up with cameras and get virtually identical resultant pictures. Those were the 

days! 

I hope that you will find these photos of interest…3 steam engines in service and 

a basic shelter instead of the current loco shed, and the woodwork shop just a 

dream…                                                                                                   (RE) 

 

1)  Around the Yard  

 

F185 and the Heisler catching the sun in the early morning 
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F185 and the water wagon which used to follow the train up the line fighting fires. The fire brigade wouldn’t even bother to turn up… 

 

The Heisler with its “proper” chimney was generally well maintained, as was F185 
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Three steam locos steaming up for an Open Day outside the loco shelter – now much expanded as the loco shed. 

The Peckett looking a little tired……… 
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Looking from the old station building towards the loco shelter at Pukemiro Junction. 

 

The Mines car ran for many years with just half of its windows in place, as the local mine had boarded half of them up. Carol Mann & I spent 
a week putting back the missing windows using a bit of guesswork and a Black and Decker  
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2)  Rotowaro And Along The Line  

Rotowaro yard was a wasteland of coal slack, Here we see the Peckett, the Mines Car (without half of its windows) and the “AA” car (long 
gone). Township to the left. 

The “F” with the “AA” car and the “No.3” car leaving Rotowaro station for Pukemiro…. 



V O L U M E  1 8  I S S U E  6  P A G E  12 

 

 

One of the more alarming (to me!) aspects of taking the train from Rotowaro to Pukemiro was this rather dodgy looking bridge that the train 
crossed. Photographer Robin Russell is seen here crossing the bridge with a stepladder. Many of his photos were taken from the top of the 

stepladder – his head, torso and camera being visible from the top of the gorse bushes as we chugged up the line…. 

 

The Heisler propels the Car Van towards Glen Afton along a carpet of grass… 
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The train at the sandfill – new ballast evident behind the train…note the shunter positioned on the front of the train… 

 

3)  FIXING THE ºGAP» IN THE LINE TOWARDS GLEN AFTON 

 

The jigger was extensively used to carry both sleepers and people to “close the gap”….. 
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The Union Foundry loco did a huge amount of work during this period pushing rails up the line on trolleys whilst the jigger carried the sleepers. 

The much derided “half-round” sleepers actually had a 30 year life – not bad for a half round pine fence post! 

Extending the line towards CJ’s place near Glen Afton was a major task. Initially we placed the sleepers well apart but in sufficient numbers 

to support the unloading of more rails and sleepers. The “missing sleepers” were inserted afterwards to finish the track for service. 

 



V O L U M E  1 8  I S S U E  6  P A G E  15 

 

 

We finally got the “missing line” re-instated. Here we see Tony Hinton preparing to bash in the “golden spike” to complete the line 

 

Jan & CJ’s bridge was finally delivered up the re-instated line…to be sited between the driveway and the house. 

 

 



V O L U M E  1 8  I S S U E  6  P A G E  16 

 

 

The assembled throng at the “Golden Spike” ceremony 

 

 

Track gang: Rupert Aldridge, John Herbert, Richard Ellis, Dick Lawrence, Colin Ewing, Chris Mann 
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Night scene, Pukemiro Junction 

 

 

David Mann, Chris Mann, Richard Ellis around 1984 

This newsletter was 

produced by Richard 

Ellis, with much of 

the text from Colin 

Jenner – send your 

contributions for 

future editions to 

editor@bushtramway

club.com. 

Please support the 

new Editor, Kayne 

Knight, in particular 

with images of our 

railway – perhaps a 

bit quirky or different 

and with a suitable 

accompanying text. 

Richard Ellis 

mailto:editor@bushtramwayclub.com
mailto:editor@bushtramwayclub.com

